
EN 17846 (Phase 2 Step 2) Practical test

EN 17126 (Phase 2 Step 1) Suspension test

Mandatory for surface products applied with mechanical action 

Same spore production as in EN 17126. 

A 4 log reduction on zone 1
A mean � 50 UFC on the zone 2 to 4

Min. 1 min, max. 30 min for high touch surfaces & surfaces 
near patient and 60 min for the other surfaces.

Wipe is placed 
under the weight 
for the test.

Same methodology
as EN 16615 (2015)

PVC PlateStandarised Granit Block

PRODUCT FOR SURFACE 

The way of application of the 
product is taken into account.

Impregnation
16ml

CLOSTRIDIOIDES DIFFICILE

Soak in the amount of 
diluted solution recommend-

ed by the manufacturer 

Sprays Products

Concentrated
Products

Pre impregnated
wipes/mops

Mop or wipe
unspecified

The hand pushed the weight over test sur faces 
without applying additional pressure.
Test is repeated with the target conditions.

SURFACE 

Reference Wipe 
from the standard.

Ready to use/
Pre-Impregnated 

Wipes/Mops

321 4

Mandatory for surface products with a sporicidal and 
sporicidal against  activity.

Sporicidal - Bacillus subtilis, Bacillus cereus
Sporicidal against 

A 4 log reduction 

Min. 1 min, max. 15 min for high touch sur faces & surfaces 
near patient and 60 min for the other su rfaces.

PRODUCTS FOR SURFACES 

BACILLUS SUBTILIS & BACILLUS CEREUS

CLOSTRIDIOIDES DIFFICILE

The combination of

Suspension
EN17126 + Practical

EN17846

PRODUCTS FOR INSTRUMENTATION

PRODUCTS FOR LINEN

1ml Solution Mix

1ml Water

8ml Neutralisant

1ml Spore Suspension

1ml Soil

8ml Product
Under Test

Target 
contact time

1 2 3 4 5
Neutralization Dilution - Plating Incubation 

and reading

2
3

1

TEST PRINCIPLE

  �Contaminated with a suspension of spores of C. difficile � 
(1.5 x 10^7 to 5 x 10^7 CFU/ml). Then let it dry.

TEST PRINCIPLE

SPORICIDAL AGAINST C. DIFFICILE CLAIM

SPORICIDAL CLAIMS



Overview of sporicidal en standards  
in medical area to disinfect surfaces with mecanical actions*

 

Spore production is the same between EN 17126 & EN 17846

To be compliant with the Sporicidal EN Standard of the Medical area: 4 log reduction is needed.

MEDICAL AREA

Surrogate pathogen used to subtantiate Sporicidal claims:

Gram positive spore forming bacterium 
Life threatening pathogen for human society
Leading cause of Healthcare asssociated Infections 

Clostridioides 
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More rarely described as surface contaminant
responsible of infections in newborns and elderly peopleBacillus cereus
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Gram-positive spore-forming bacterium
Common pathogen reported in the environment & in gut
Considered as a bacterium of minimal virulence for human

Bacillus subtilis

SURFACE
 (with wiping)

SURFACE
 (without wiping)

SURFACE
 (with or without wiping)

EN 17126
(Phase 2 Step 1) 
Suspension test

EN 17126
(Phase 2 Step 1) 
Suspension test

EN 17846
 (Phase 2 Step 2) 

Practical test

Clostridioides 

SPORICIDAL AGAINST                  
C. DIFFICILE CLAIM

Bacillus cereus

SPORICIDAL CLAIM

No Exisiting Phase 2, Step 2 Standard for :
-Sporicidal activity  
 (Surface product with /without wiping)

  (Surface prodyct without wiping)

Bacillus subtilis

Range of  possibility allow in the standard

RESISTANT spores WEAK sporesSPORES

Purification 
steps

Maturation 
step

Purity & 
Susceptibili ty 

evaluation

Culture of 
vegetative 

cells

Sporulation 
period


